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a state of comparative calm. The Soviet Government's objections
to the movement of Japanese troops over the Chinese Eastern Bail-
way had been ostensibly assuaged by assurances that the movement
was connected solely with police measures; and Moscow, in turn, had
given satisfactory answers to the charge of aiding and abetting
Japan's most troublesome opponent, General Ma Chan-shan.1 The
outlook had cleared sufficiently for the retiring Soviet Ambassador in
Tokyo to be able to state, at a farewell speech on the 6th February,
thatc all problems separating the Soviet Union and Japan have been
solved'.
It was soon obvious, however, that the more fundamental causes
of conflict between the two countries were operating far too strongly
to allow the situation to compose itself so easily. Just as Russia's
former expansion southward to the Yellow Sea had brought her into
collision with Japan in 1904, po now Japan's northward expansion
was threatening a similar result. In Manchuria itself, Russian rights
and interests in the Chinese Eastern Railway—which the Soviet
Government had so successfully salvaged, in 1924, from the wreck
of Russian dominance in North Manchuria, and had reaffirmed by
military force in 19292—were now doubly endangered: on the one
hand by the building of Japanese-planned lines designed to cut
across the C.E.R. strategically and commercially, and on the other
by the 'Manchukuo' Government's arrogation to itself of China's
rights in the railway's administration. Westward, through Inner
Mongolia, the Japanese arm was—as is indicated in an earlier section3
—now stretching out towards the central regions of Asia, skirting
the southern border of Siberia and bringing a Japanese sphere of
influence within a rapidly narrowing distance of the private preserves
of the U.S.S.R. In the East, again, the change of status of Manchuria
had transformed the Russian Maritime Province into a salient,
protruding between Japan and her 'Puppet State'. Vladivostok had
acquired enhanced interest for Japan as a potential enemy outpost, if
not as the key to her own further expansion, at the same time that the
port was growing in importance in Russian eyes as the vital point in
Siberian economic development.
With this zone of conflicting interests stretching from the
Pacific to the borders of Turkestan, with militant elements in the
ascendancy in Japan, and with Russia recovering her self-confidence
as the result of her peace-pacts with her neighbours on the West4 and
1	See op. cit.9 pp. 437-8.	.
2	See the Survey for 1929, Part IV A, section (iv).       3 Section (in) above,
4 See the present volume, Part II, section (i) (d) (5).

